


Mo ALY Squadron bs seneenty yours ofd this year and is thus cne of the oldest fined-wing fying units o the
winld, If net the oldest. Since thoss sarly days, shen man had only been fiying fora Eafw yioars, the aaro-
plane has come a long way and, in the process, svalved into the powerful, flexible weapon that vou sea
sxamples of arpund you today

Together with Mos XV and 16 Squadron hare at Lesrbruch, No il (80} Squadron pigy their partin the NATO
shigld that runs throwgh Barcpe Troe Morway in the Mo o Turkey in the South, This shisld s made sp ol
mean and sguipmant of many different nations, united in & common and vitel purpose - the defence of cur
way af e

Pl ke 1o thank our visiting British and NATO friends for joining us this weekend and lam surs that they
woulbd join me and el the officers, NODw, airmen and sireomen & Laarbrich inwelooming our lacal friends
te our birthday party for Mo il (A0) Squadron.
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FOREWORD

by Wing Commander T G Thorn RAF Dfficer Commanding No Il (AC) Squadron

cences af days of yore, partiey larly as | know some of you served with the Sguadron as far back as 13 May
812

Many werds have baen Epoken and writtan cavering the eontention as to whkich "fined wing” Squadron was
forrmally formed first — was it No 1{F) Squadron {but surely they flew balloons in 191 28, af could it have
been Mo AF) Squadron (whio believe they ware the first) or even Mo 4(F Sguadron? There appears o be no
definite canfirmation fram sither the Air Historical Branch or other well known sources as to who was the
first. However, the fact is, history recails that ail four Squadrons were formed on the zame day within
minutes of sach other and Pwould only propound that strict sequential humbening would have been tha ar-

& total myslery! Perhaps these fuanderies will be selvad over Lhis weekend by our distinguished ex-mem-
bers of the Squadron.

The Squadran does have many confirmed firsts in military avlation, of which | wish 1o recall oniy two. Me |
(AC) Squadron was the first in history ta fly across the sea to war - Daver to Amienz ~ 13 August 1914, and
through the gallantry and courege of ona of cur officers — Second Lieutanant Wil Rhodes-Moorhoyse -
gained the first Royal Fiying Corps Victoria Crass for g bambing rald over Courtrai, Belgium. To com-
memorate this iatter aven? i this special year, the Royal Alr Force Museum hiés issued a First Day Com-
memorative Stamp Cover painted by Jahn Young and all 15,000 envelnpes wers flown on 26 July in a
Jaguar of this Squadron over 1he original site of the raid al Courtral Failway Station, by two post-war
Sguadron Commanders. Threg thousand special covers have bean personally signed by the two piots and
by Air Commodore Freddie West W, the only surviving Vicloria Cross hoider of World War 1. These covers

heritage,
Our past history speaks for itself ~ but what of the future? No Il (AC) Squadesn will serva at BAF Laarbruch
Dpesating the Jaguar sircraft up untii at least 1986, But from then the future is not certain, although i is

hoped we will re-equip with the Tomaos and continue in the Reconnaissance/Attack rols into the year
2000,

Finally, 1 wish to thank thoze rganisations who so gen Brously donated gifis to the Squadron, and the many
personnel who have worked so hard in organising our celebrations
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NO ll (AC) Squadron History

' After 78 years of unbroken Sarvica from e very beginning of military aviation, Me [ (AC) Squadron, this

alternaon calabrates this remarkables event i aviaticn histary.

Mo sy Co-operation} Sqeadron was formad on 13 May 1812 together with Hos 1 and ¥ Bouadrons, Mo

1 Saquadron was detailed to fly balloons and so Mo | AC) Squadron became the first to fly seroplanes for
118 Royal Fiying Corps which itsalf had besr formed 13 days praviously, _

i Sepsadeon's first Comeanding Officer, Major C J Burke, on seécenament from the Royal lrish Regiment,
aresided over amixture of 88, Maurice Farmarn, Breguet and Cody machines based at Farnbaerough. During
{he bwo years befome the commencement of hostilites with Germany, Major Burke spent the time training
kig S uadion in its role of reconnaizsance for which the Rowal Flying Corps had bean formed. This tralning
pravied it warth when the Squadren put up @ very good performanc in lrish maneouvres which teok place
during 1813, and invalved two crossiogs of the Irigh sea, both of which were sucessstul

Maurice Farman at Upper Dysart 1913

The day before warwas declared in 1914, the Squadron started s move to Doverwhers all RFC Squadrons
wars assempling price o crossing 1o Frence. During the coossing we scoredanother ‘frst’ whan Deustenant
H D HMarvey Kelly fanded at Amisns, kis being the first RFC machine to tand un French soll in support of the
British Expoditionary Porce. 1 was not bong belors e Sguadion distinguished itself by one of 13 plots
peing the first 1o force an ancimy alrcraflt o land in alfied teritory, Tae pilo then lended ciase 1o ks quarsy
and continued the pursuit on fool, however his adversary escaped infe a wood,

After the reftroat froin Mons the Squadron was usad in g number of oafor baitles providing both pre and
povat attack reconnaissance, These battles included the fwe ot Yores and the battle of Meuve Chapells
whiene for the fizst ime the Squadron used cameras (o record tha enemy trench system, For the battle of
Loos the Sguadron was re-eguipped with Twabn BERCs and ons Bristo] Scout, these beinga considerable
improvernent an the previous molley collection of training machinges. '

1 seoe became clegr that airoraft Sould be used notanly for reconnaissancs bul élso 1o drop bomis, Cre
aush Dombig mession was carnsd oul on 28th Apeil 1918 by Second Lieutenant Rhodas Moarhouse over
the raliwey Junclion at Courtrad Trom & baight of 300 fest. Afler drapping his bombs Fhodes-Moarhause
caimie under heavy machina gun fire from the Courtrai Church belfry. The pilot received several wounds but
sieeassfuly returned 10 Dase and refused medical attestion until he had given a Tull report. The Tolinwing
dey Fhodes-Moorhouss died of Bewounds, and for his gallanizy and courage heowas posthumausly awar-
dedl the Victora Cross, the first 1o be gained by the Royst Flying Corps.



The Sgquadion’s primary roke howavsr, Was 1o provide 1he wilally impodant reconnaissance se badiy
neeted by the trench B arm, FLwis On one such sorie tha Segund Lismtanant Waclaod slsn earmpd
a VC whan his gircraft wag attarad by esght enemy triplanes whils fying &t low level, Macacd, by skl
miRouTing, enabied his Obsesvar, Lisutenant A W Hammond to shont dewn three of the 2nemy, B thig
time Macleod had received five wolnds and during the engagement a beliet entered the machine's paEirel
tank, settlng it alight and farging him to stand on the lower wing echilst fiying the machine in arder to BECANG
the flames. The sircralt soon crasied in no-mansg fand The cbssrvar wak badly wounded and Second Usy-
tenant Macbeod aragned him from the wietkage, into friendly ines duting which he was again woundad iy
8 bomb. Macleod laler recoienad from his wounds and for Rz acts of unselfizh gablantry ho was awarded

the Squadron’s secnned Victaria Grogs, :

Hawker Hector 1937

The Inter-War years were 2 e of movernent and re-equipmeant for No I0AC) Srpaadron, anE tea sepuraie
tours of duty wese spent in Ireland, the Squadron being slationad at Oraninors, County Galway sned Fae-
moy. Country Cork, Tha English bases inciuded Cigby, Farnberough, Manston and Mawkings, bt in Arit
1327 the Squation was en the Moe again, s time aboard HMS Hitrmes bound for Shanghai 1o leng
assigtance during the Boxer iprisieg.
During this periog No 8 LAY Bouasdron was varicusly equippen with A, Aoda and Hootar aireratt, un
the start of the Second Warld War found the Sausdron fheing the Westiand Lyzarsder,
O Z30d August the thes Soueadron Commander, Suuadron Leader & )y Gieddes, vecewed arders 1o
mobiliss and by Detober the Squadron had left its hase Al Hawkings and was again back in France liased gt
Brucat near Abbeville in spper! of the Britich Expediionsry Fosog, Wiring the esrly part of 18490, poor
wether and ruts on the sicfisid limited the fying effar, howover, By Marckh #he Squadron WES GEIN actively
ireaived in phatographis work and training in gunnery snd Bvrnbiing,
I the wake of the German scancs fop Dharideirke, B i) (ALY Squadron withdrew 1o Uymipne from where il Ty
lacticel reconnaiasatics and bombing sorfies i was during ore such mission that Flying Officer A F Doidge.
with Leading Aircraftaman Webbson, attacikad and she tHiswn 8 JUV BT, Three days later howeverthe Lysan-
der proved 2 poor match for the 15 ME 1005 that abtacked Pilol Officer F M G Seotter and badly dumagad
his aircraft althicugh he mansged fo Ity it back 1o Hawkinge where it was classifiag ‘beyand repaic’
o The ém;ﬁefgﬂiﬁg Tall of Dunking Sorced the Squadren 1o withdraw 1o Ergland from whera it Haw Séirkies i
~ support of the evaguation of Dimnick, Duiring the reinforcement of Britain and the preparations for 'Day,
- MADS Squadron became invabied in some speciyl aperations involving the lariching of zasnts into France
HndEr cever of datkness. The Squadron g0 perlecten a mathod af callecting packages from night landing
. Ehes without having to actually fand. 1 was during June 1940 hat the & Miniztry selected No | {AL)

Bauadron as an Army Co-aporation Sepeadron, ths enforcing ita links with iand bassed foroes 1o whom it




pipdiad much of itsreconnaissance raleral In dugust 1841 the Eguadron started to refinguish itz Lysans
s in exchange for the Curtis Tomahawk and iy Decembar the Sguadron bad sic. The Curtls Tomahawk
& many feaihing roubies and in March 1842 it was iselt replaced with the Morth American Mustang.
o Ay Squadion played an MCIRSLING role it e pre-nvasion Heconaeissance programene and e
sparch 1oF V1 launch sites wag added to s already large warkload. On ‘D'Day, Gth Juna 1944 Mo il (A0
wasron was over the hesches when the first landing craft arrived, snd by the end of the day, 36 sorties
nad heen Town, most of which were artilery spotting for the naval bombardment.
oy the 20 of June the Sauadron moved 10 Francs for the third fime inits history and confinued tactical re-
ponraissance of road and rail failities. The Squadron followed the Arry's advance, fiving from airfledis
oy & e mibes from the font line. White at Duarne girfield near Antwerp, the Souadren received Spittirs
rdk ¥R fo replace the Mustangs, No HAT) Squadron cortinued aparations in supor of the Bont fine
frces until Bth May 1945 when the last operational sortie was flown.
siter 1945 the Squadron remained in mainland Europe and operated a wa THght system, one fight
pngaged in high allituds photo reconnaiseance, and the otfer n pure iow level tactical reconnaissance. n
105051 the Souadron jnined the jetage when it re-equipped with the Gloster Meteor, and &t the same
e meincuinnad 18 high el reconnaissance rola,

Supermarine Swift

He HiAS) Squadron continued in its pure reconnaissance role throughout the 18508 and 19805, operating
tha iit-fated Supermarine Swift from 1956 to 1961, Thess years HEd been spent moving from Statien to
Sration, but In 1951 @ move to RAF Gilerstob brought about a change 1o the Hawker Hunter FR10and aten
yaEr mhEy,

Hufiters and

Phantom FGER-2 condinuad on page 15
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The Squadren Engineering Flight consists of approxXimately 120 maen arcangad into two shifts, The averags
age of the Hlight az 2 whole is arcund 26 vears and pives a good indication of therearly respanghility squired
by an ainman foday,

The tflight ls responsible for providing serviceable aireraft to maet dally Theing task and is helped congider-
abily by tha refiability of the aircraft itself and i5s refative essa of raintanance. This lekes nothing aemy fram
the individual tradesmen however, who have consistantly proved themselez 10 be amangst the most
oparatonally proficient in the Command.

It 15 interasting ta nate that in 1918 the Squadson parsonnel 1talled 50 mean, 9 ofwharm weara aircrew. With
incraased sophistication and the more demanding operational requirements, the ratio of Enginearing
Seppor 0 pilols has trebiec

Today, the Engineer must know his trade; be able to defend his sector and survive whilst contiruing o
operate in & potontially toxic wartime environment. 1t is nol surprising theraloss that 2 great deal of kis tour-
is spent practising and perlecting the various drills and practices mecessary to achiove this chijective.
The arrival of summer isvariably brings s sfight change of smphasis with the welcome relief of a few wel
whisen detachments. Operating from a strange airfield with minimal resauress, Eoupled with ha inevitable
anguage difficultiss provides a new range of ohstasles o overcame. The cverwelming success of esch
detachment fo date can be directly atiributed to the flenibliity of the personnel involved and an overniding
witingness to get the job done.

A e fime of going to press, it is proposed to fiy & 12 alrcraft formatien during the Air Display, For the pilts
itis a chaltange; for the spectators a spectacie; for the Engineers it s a raghtmase Dt 1 1 Comes ol . we
- will st have done our joh




RIC

The Reconrsissance intelligence
Cantre, better knowr: as fhe RIC,
is an integral part of Mo 8 {AD)
Souadron and its purpnze i o
provide & photographic process-
ing and intérpretation facility, The
RIC began life as as MFPU (Mobile
Fleld Photogeaphic Unit) in the
aarly 50's and it was equipped
with & mixture of specialist and
“sruired’ vehicles which snabled
it 10 support reccs scuadeons
wheraver they ware deployed
within Western Europe

By The late 80's No 3 MFPU was
based at Laarbruch supporting
Mo 31 Sguadron which wes
eruinped with Cankars PRY alr-
Grafl, and No 4 MFPU was at Briggen halping Mo 1l (AC) Squadicn raform with the Bhantam aircrsft. in
F871 No Il [AC) Sguadran moved to Laarbruch, No 31 Squadron disbanded and Nos 3 end 4 JFPU wers
amalgamated o form the newly ramed RIC. The BIC recivad a et iy et of equiprmerd which wes
truci-mounted and housed in air partable containers (ATRELS) snd slse a new sermi-permanant hase
tacility (MAREL . Bacause at this atage the BIC waz still an itrdépendent unit H was based on the edge of the
1{AC) Sauadren area so that It could semve station and squadron equally.

in 1974 Ihe RIC was taken over by il AC) Squadron and furmally come under the command of GO0 and 5o
whir tha squadron changed from Phantom to Jaguarin 1976 the RIC remained in place to support the new
aircraft, During the 10 years that the RIC haa served 1 (AC) Souadion it has participated in aif e major
recoe meels and competitions such as Roval Flush, Big Click, Best Fooue and TAM and has conaistantiy
gradiiced winning resuits,

Tre RIC 5 sub-givided into two flights, Benonnaissance Processing Flight and Photo interpretation Fiight.
The Photographic interpretation (PG Flight views all the film from beth the Jaguar and the many ather
varicus NATO reconnaissance aircraft which use Laarbruch. Phatographic Interprelation iz a vary spe-
cialised skifl which demands a detailed knowledge of military aqipment and installations and Eheir
operating procedarss; in addition, many other subjects iscluding industries, powear production and lines of
sommurication have o be studied ‘ '

This knowledge combined with intesse concantration and fhe ability 1o view photography in steras £30)
enables the phote interpreter (o produce a vy Guick but detailed intalligenae report Tor the rilitary come
mander who raquestad the informabon so that he may plan further opetalion :

The Prooassing Plight consiste rnaily of photograples tradesmen wie ase respansible for the processing
of all airfilms and the printing of setected target imagary negativees, Unlike the commercial processing and
printing establishments the BIC have an axtremely tight tme-schadule o mainisn 5 wrder to keep
praduction time to & minimum s aliow the maximum time for imagery evaluation, the films are processed
at d speed of 120 feet per minute on the Plmm righ speed/high temperature continuous fitm processing
maghines. Film processing fime chviously depends on te ssount of Bm exposad; however, Iypical pro-
cessing timeas using o process machinas iz in the arder of 5 to 5 rminu bas peraortie. Printing ispokisved in
& similarly related ime scale using electronic contact or projection printers which havi the oapabiity to
carrect for areas of varying density within sach negative autematically, Usirg Ifoprint photogrephic paper,
a tauch dry pring san be oblamed after s processing tims of @ seconds which has sufficient permanence to
salisfy ali mllitary raguiremests. Other tasks for which this flight is responsible is fault investigation and de-
fect reparting carred out by advanced pholographic tradeamen and of cosurse the slmportam task of
maintaining and servicing the RIC equipments, this is carmsd out By our small tesm of GSE tradesmen
dszisted by the photoographars,

The roke played by photographic tradpsmen i Supportof photographic reconnaizsence i vital, Howewer i
st be atrassad that 8 photographic reconnaissance mission iz 2 tearm aficn - irceaw, aircrafl enginesrs,
GLO's, Fi's. pholographic and GSE tadesmen - plus many others all hava &h interraisted rols to perfonm
far the mdssion 1o sscead
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Wing Commander Tim Thom, a Cranwiellian, started his career as a
Flying Instructor at RAF Syerston in 1965 before joining Mo & Squadron
flying Hunter FOAS's and FR10'S 2t RAF Muharrag. Further fightar
recce Hunter tours wera complated on Mo 4 (FI3), Mo I (AC) Squadron
and &5 a Fiot Attack Instructor an 234 (R} Sguadron. Promoted in
July 1972 he was appointed lo HO 38 Gp as Brigade Air Support
Offiear where he completed over 100 parachute dascants before
attending the Indian Statt College, in 1975. He joined No 41 (F} Sgn
as a Flight Commander on the Jagear in 1976 and sfter complation
ot the Air Warlare Course was appointed Officer Commanding Na 1l
(AC) Squadran in May 1980 e has logged 4850 hewrs, 1850 on tha
Jagusar.
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In 1870 when invited as guests to an Air Forees North recos compatition, "BIG CLICK, Mol (A
came firat in every section and in view of this achisvement the erganisess allowed the Squadren

thes prizes permanently, Later the same year the Squadron commenced its conversion T thes e
Couglas Phantom, when No lAC Sousdron Pharitoms) was Tormed at RAE Bri ggen and ran concurrenily

with Mo 1H{AC) Squadron (Hunters) a1 Giterslob, A decads of Hunler fiving came o a0 end st A0 harssn
151 March 1871 when Mo If (AC) Sguadron ceased sperations from Giktersion,

Tha Bguadron plus the Reconnaissance inteliigence Centra moved to RAF Laarbruch in Whay 187 where il

s rofmained, In 1876 Phantom oparations were ceased with the introductionn of the Jaguar, and this
marked @ urlgue svent as thems had beer no serious accident throughout the Phantom peripad,

Since ity introductian in 1978 the British Aerospace Jaguar has privsd s worth ax g tactical reconmais-
sanee gircraft and links this with its impressive altack performance. Tha dagusr has proved popularwith is
pilets, through its high relisbitity and very good pholographic soverage prodde by its large reconngis-
fance pod. No HAC) Sguadran operates today in the day only reconnaiasance role with an atlack CHpE-
bility, This altack capability vas wall demonstrated when i 1080 *he Squadron participated in Exercise
Rad Flag in the Unitad States, putling up an impressive performancs. in June 1982 the Squadrasn has A

participated in RATO exercises when it ook part in the 1989 Tactical B Beal at GAF Jover, where i
succeeshully demonsiraied once ageln s reconnaissance and altack cagabiiilies,




