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Craft Apprentice Breen graduated from Halton
with No. 216 Entry in October, having won the
Sassoon Scholarship for 1971. He went to Perth
for his fiying scholarship and we have now heard
that he went solo in the Chipmunk in 3% hours—
an outstanding performance. During his stay at
Halton C.A. Breen, now Jnr. Tech. Breen, gained
the following notable firsts {for an apprentice) in
the gliding world:

Glider Instructor Qualification, October
1970
Winner Novice of the Year Trophy,
November 1870
2nd in Junior Inter-Service Champion-
ships, August 1971.
In addition he qualified for his Silver 'C" in
the Spring of 1971 and was the winner of the
Sassoon Flying Scholarship for 1971.
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one of whom is already in the Apprentice Soccer
Team.

As far as the 117s are concerned all we have
to look forward to now is our final Liberal
Studies exam, final Airfields, and final Trade
exams, all leading up to the magic event of
passing out.

Footnote:
i Latest from the 117 “‘underworld’” F.S.T.A.
{one-eye) Smith runs a squash racket.

ii Does S.T.A. Pickering think there’s a cup
for trying to win B.K. single handed?

INVADER FLIGHT

Since the last Invader Flight note we have
been through a large re-organisation; now all
the block apprentice N.C.O.s are from 218
Entry, the 117 N.C.O.s having been evacuated
to other blocks in order to raise the tone of the
Wing in general.

To the 218th Entry graduation now seems
very near. Schools finals were completed before
Christmas, so now only the 217 Pass Out
Parade, Airfields and Workshops finals stand
in their way. The 117s have to soldier on until
October but we are told that the money is
worth waiting for.

On the sporting side C.C.A. Mike Phillips
is still captain of the 1st XV while S.C.A. ‘Jock’
Johnstone has now relinquished rugby in favour
of cross country running — he has already
represented R.A.F. Training Command and is
now training with a view to the R.A.F. Cham-
pionships.

On the soccer front, C.C.A. John Sexton and
C.A.s John Mulcahy and Roy Dawes have all
played in the Wing B.K. Team. C.C.A. Bert
Roberts and C.A.s ‘Ed’ Dawson, Abas and Bar-
ker play for the Wing and Station hockey teams.
C.A. ‘Jonah’ Jones (441) is the captain of the
Flight, Wing and Station shooting teams (Well
done Jonah).

To pass on to more domestic happenings on
the Wing, as far as we are concerned, during
the festive season there was a Christmas party
in No. 2 (A) Wing N.A.A.F.l. for some of the
local underprivileged children — | think every-
one will agree that it was a success, most of
the planning and preparations for this party was
by members of 218th. The 218s held a Disco
and Dance on 22nd January. We have spoken
to some of the girls who attended the dance and
they all agreed it was one of the best that had
been held on the Apprentice Wings.

218’s last ceremonial duty was to provide
Nos. 1 and 2 Flights to route-line for the King of
Afghanistan, so now their only drill duties are
to support the 217s pass out and (of course)
to graduate from Halton on 27th April 1972.
Meanwhile all the original 117s have made
Apprentice N.C.0O. rank and are looking forward
to the October mass migration Parade.

* * *

JAVELIN FLIGHT

Javelin Flight bade farewell to 405 Entry or
22nd December 1971. Famous mechanics fron
the Entry were:

M.A. Barrett—Colour Bearer. Highest in Orde
of Merit (All Subjects). Highest in Orde
of Merit (General Service Subjects).

L.M.A. McGrogan—Parade Commander.

L.M.A. Feltoe—No. 1 Flight Commander.

M.A. Cummings—Highest in Order of Meri
(Technical Subjects).

M.A. Walker—Colour Warrant Officer.

M.A. Rogers—Colour Escort.

M.A. Pentecost—Colour Escort.

405's Pass Out Parade was the smallest Hal-
ton has ever seen; it must also have been the
first ever to take place without the use of a
parade square. This enlightened approach tac
pass out was typical of 405s who decided to
abandon the mindless mark of destruction lefi
by some other Entries, the numbers of which
readily spring to mind. Instead they wisely spent
their entire fortune on good living. The living
was so good that the Flight staff were reduced
to mere shadows of their former selves and
were barely able to turn up for the P.O.P.

The 220s were not to be out done by 405
and contributed to the downfall of the Flight
staff by holding a very educational dinner and
cabaret. They also saw their 405 chums off by
shouldering all the chores thrown up by the
P.O.P. These chores were particularly annoying
as they had to be performed on the last day of
term. Predictably all records were broken for
completion times of these jobs.

The whole Flight congratulates L.C.A. Daw-
son and his wife on the birth of their son on
23rd January 1972 and wishes them every hap-
piness for the future.

This will most probably be the last report
from Javelin Flight as the wheels have been set
in motion for a change to the trendier name of
Jaguar. There are also strong rumours that
“Gentleman Jim’ will be promoted out of the
turmoil of the new blue Jaguar and that young
Geoff will be carried off to recover from his 2%
years at Halton.

KESTREL FLIGHT

Congratulations are first due to Squadron
Leader Blackburn, our erstwhile Flight Com-
mander. He has done a great deal for Kestrel
Flight and we are sorry to see him go, but wish
him the best of luck in his new posting. At the
same time we welcome our new Flight Com-
mander, Flight Lieutenant Brown, also a navi-
gator, and our new mascot Beau, who replaces
Seamus.

The Flight have had a fair amount of success
recently. We are fielding 2 soccer teams regu-
larly in the Sunday League and occasionally
manage 3 or even 4 teams. The first team is
unbeaten this season, is top of the league and
seems pretty certain of being there at the end
of the season. The only team likely to give us



a hard game is Oxford Flight and we are confi-
dent we can beat them.

Not only the landlubbers have been busy.
The swimmers have also done well. They won
the Wing swimming trophy by a good margin,
mainly through the effort they put in. Although
not one team member won an event, they were
so consistently in the first 3 that they won the
trophy. Unfortunately their exertions tired them
and they lost in the final of the water-polo
competition. We must thank Cpl. Dickinson for
training our swimming squad.

The enthusiasm for life in general and sport
in particular within the Flight knows no bounds.
Soccer players in particular give up a great deal
of spare time to attend Cpl. Williams’ torture
sessions to keep fit, and regularly return from
36 hour passes on Sunday lunchtime to play.
We are sure this enthusiasm will carry us on to
even greater success in the coming months.

METEOR FLIGHT

With the trials and tribulations of infancy at
Halton being successfully overcome, we now
face the next eighteen months at our new
“home’’, Meteor Flight, with renewed vigour.
With our new accommodation we welcome a
new Flight Commander, Flight Lieutenant G. R.
Walker, from R.A.F. Benson. We wish his pre-
decessor, Flight Lieutenant M. A. Taplin, every
success for the future.

As we fall into the routine of Halton, the
members of our Flight have started to make
their mark at sport in the Station and Wing
teams. Rugby, Soccer, Table Tennis, Shooting,
Cross Country Running, Lawn Tennis, Basket-
ball and Boxing have all had representatives
from the Flight. A special mention must be
made of Craft Apprentice Hill who represented
the Station at Boxing in the Training Command
Novice Championships, being narrowly defeated
on points in the final. Our past success in the
Drill competition was swiftly followed up by
winning the Inter-Flight Shooting Competition
in spite of fierce opposition from Invader Flight.
Three of our marksmen went on to win their
B.K. Colours and also to represent the Station
teams.

Parents’ Day was held on the 21st January
1972, and as is their prerogative, our parents
controlled the elements and brought fine weather
with them. The results of our hard work of the
preceding three days were well rewarded and
our parents were able to spend the day inspect-
ing the scenes of our labours throughout the
Station. Our thanks go to all the Staff of No. 1
School of Technical Training for making this a
most enjoyable day and enabling our parents to
hgve first hand knowledge of what Halton is all
about.

NIMROD FLIGHT

The transfer of Sgt. Hodgson for a record fee
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Taking advantage of the 2 Wing Christmas
Party the Flight were able to mark his departure
by publicly thanking him for all that he did for
them, wish him well in his new appointment
and congratulate him upon his long awaited and
deserved promotion. Now that “'Sir Alf"" has
gone the tie line to F.A. Headquarters has been
disconnected and normal “‘running’’ traffic may
resume.

Supporters from as far afield as Aylesbury
witnessed the Flight badminton competition al-
though why they should bring a basketball with
them is a mystery. With Prescott, Martin and
"Socks’* Osborne in the Station Squad things
look good for Nimrod here. Maybe we can look
for another success to follow up that of the
team led by Shelley in winning the Inter-Flight
Water Polo Competition, which broke a long
spell of being the Runners Up in various physical
pursuits.

The schedule of Christmas activities in the
final two weeks of the term required a great
deal of hammering out, and not forgetting the
D.E.A.S. entrants, chopping also. To those ap-
prentices who decorated ward 12 at Stoke Man-
deville Hospital and required brushes and paint,
why not have a look on the tree in Room 5?7
Or the Mini-tree in the Staff Office. A proposed
Nimrod Flight Christmas Party, complete with
room acts eventually became a Disco Party.
L.T.N. 18 para 2 refers. Eventually in the oper-
ative word, having two thirds of the line group
in hospital and with two minutes to go no disco,
no lights, no group and worst of all no girls it
looked like being a real ““first” for Nimrod and
not the success it finally proved to be. The
group recovered their health and, being ably
backed up by absent minded actors and Golden
Shot experts, are congratulated on winning first
prize in their category during the 2 Wing Christ-
mas Party. They also entertained at a Children’s
Party in the N.A.A.F.I. over the period and
accompanied the singing of carols in the Station
Church. Finally, from the rear of a suitably dec-
orated 3-ton track, provided the music for carols
being sung by the Flight Choir to Wendover
Old Folks, as gift parcels donated by them all
were distributed.

Christmas Fare to Old Folks in
Wendover

Many members of Nimrod Flight were sur-
prised to find that local papers from Durham
to Hampshire who named the individuals con-
cerned had published the story of their project
to provide Christmas Fare to selected old folks
in Wendover, as the theme ‘“Local boy makes
good”’.

Preparations for the event began in the balmy
days of Summer when the Flight group could be
heard practising outside the block, and transact-
ing huge amounts of money inside. The Selec-
tion of Carols required to be learnt was co-

ordinated by C.A. Dawson and the group con-
cictad anf A Parrina laad anitar | C.A. Ash-



No. 3 APPRENTICE WING
NOTICES

When these notes appear 3 (A) Wing will be
no more. The short modern history of the Wing
began just over two years ago when the function
was changed from that of reception and basic
training to "“straight-through”’ training. The Wing
has shown in this relatively brief period that it
has been more than the equal of its two rivals.
The amenities within the Flights have improved
beyond recognition. Every Flight has a coffee-
bar, a library cum sitting room and each dormi-
tory has its own study room.

Any sport that is played at Halton would find
at least one member of the Wing representing
the School. The exceptionally high standard
achieved is reflected by the winning of both the
Winter and the Summer Barrington-Kennet
Trophy in succession. Several members of the
Wing have gained recognition outside the Sta-
tion teams. There has been a R.A.F. Swimming
team representative, (C.A. Walkden 219 (T)) a
R.A.F. Open Flyweight Boxing Champion, (M.A.
Puzzar 406 (Q)) and Buckinghamshire County
Rugby XV (L.C.A.s Yaffie and Curley 217 (2))
to name but a few. The more exotic sports of
four-man bobsleigh and sport parachuting have
also had their following.

The Wing has provided substantial contin-
gents for all ceremonial occasions — Route-
Lining for State Visits, Battle of Britain Parades,
Aylesbury’s Mayor’s Sunday and the Station
Guard of Honour.

The various projects and activities of the
Flight played a large part in the Wilkinson Sword
being presented to the Station. These activities
included helping at the International Paraplegic
Games, giving assistance at Manor House Hos-
oital, fund-raising by Marathon Cycling and Five-
2-Side Soccer. Not all the help given was in the
oublic eye. For example, the moving of scores
>f beds and mattresses from the top floor of
Jalton House was a drab and wearying task but
‘he willingness with which it was carried out
ypified the spirit of all the efforts which have
Jeen made in social service and charity schemes.

Any organisation depends for its reputation
pon people and 3 (A) Wing is of course no
ixception. We have our share of rogues and
iccentrics (anyone who s prepared to jump
rom the top floor of a Barrack Block for five
thillings must be included in the latter category)
wut these are soon forgotten. It is the day-to-day
roviders of a service who do so0 much to in-
luence the morale and hence the reputation.
‘he closing of the Wing also means the closing
f the Mess and the N.A.A.F.l. W.0. (W) Ent-
‘histle and her staff will be remembered by all
or the consistently high standard of meals pro-
uced in the Mess and in particular for the
uperb, gargantuan Christmas Dinners.

Miss Robinson has been with 3 (A) Wing

A.AF.l. for over three years and her efforts
) nrovida crhaarfiil aea o_ee_s o a %
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hours of relaxation and pleasure to hundreds of
apprentices.

This note would not be complete without
mention of the Wing Warrant Officer. W.0.
Elliot retires from the R.A.F. in April after 34
years of service in almost every part of the
world. This is his second tour at Halton giving
him a total of seven years here. His normally
quiet speaking voice which can when occasion
demands put Stentor to shame will be remem-
bered by very many Haltonians — few escaped
his attention! Many Officers will also remember
his skilled (and firm) instruction in sword drill.
We wish him and his wife all the best in their
retirement from the R.A.F. Another departure
from the Wing is that of Sat. (W.) Smith. Our
hearty congratulations go with her as she leaves
Halton for officer training at R.A.F. 0.C.T.U.
Henlow.

No. 3 Apprentice Wing has certainly made
its impression on Halton, sometimes, as with the
Main Point bus-shelter, in a visible and tangible
way (is it true that 3 Wing is being closed so
that Cpl. Willis can re-build 1 and 2 Wings?)
Perhops the Wing has the qualities of the
Phoenix and will rise again.

QUEBEC FLIGHT

The wheel has turned almost full circle since
we last appeared in these columns: we welcomed
in the 406 Entry then and now they will have
araduated before you read this, so it is very
right and proper to record their achievements.
A year may seem a long time at the beginning of
training but in reality it is too short for a
mechanic entry to establish itself at Halton, win
some publishing space off that other Wing, and
graduate all in the time it takes a Craft Entry
to reach their intermediate exam. Nevertheless,
the 406 has made its mark and been a force to
be reckoned with on 3 (A) Wing as many will
testify.

The 406 has made some impressive individual
achievements in sport starting with 5 School
colours and culminating in L.M.A. Hill’s win-
ning the javelin in the Training Command Ath-
letics and M.A. Puzzar's remarkable success in
becoming the R.A.F. Open Flyweight Boxing
Champion which, as far as is known, is the first
time that an apprentice has held an R.A.F.
Boxing title. In the other sports M.A.s Eastoe
and Lees have played regularly for the Station
rugby 2nd XV and M.A. Plummer earned his
colours at Badminton. M.A.s Williams and Wool-
fenden won their colours shooting full-bore for
the Station at Bisley, and M.A. Routh, when not
marshalling for the Halton Motor Club rallies,
earned his colours at that most masochistic
sport—Cross Country.

After R. & I. Camp the block was full of girls
over the Summer Leave, having first been cleared
of apprentices, of course. In their absence Que-
bec Flight hosted the PH AR 71



Left to right: Mech. App. A. J. Puzzar; Cpl. P. J. Moyse; Ldg. Cft. App. C. Austin.

Three boxers from R.A.F. Halton were in the R.A.F. Individual Boxing Championshif
held on the 12th January 1972 at R.A.F. Brize Norton.

Cpl. P. J. Moyse won on points to become R.A.F. Featherweight Champion; Mechani
Apprentice A. J. Puzzar won on points to become the R.A.F. Flyweight Champion—th
first time an Apprentice has ever won an R.A.F. Championship: and Leading Craft A;



accommodate the wheel-chairs on the ground
floor. 406 Entry were helpers at the 1971 Para-
plegic Games and also at the Biggin Hill Battle
of Britain Air Display in September when the
408 Entry were away to Llangurig. They say it
was too cold at night to sleep, but too foggy to
find it in the dark.

We hear that Jnr. Tech. Lewis of 214 Entry
is now training as an A.E. Op. and several
others send in their news of the good life in
the R.A.F. all over the world. Meanwhile, back
at the ranch things are changing and 3 (A)
Wing will soon be no more. We shall have to
leave behind the results of all the hard work
done in the block. Phase | produced the finest
coffee bar at Halton; rumour has it that Phase Il
would stock it with go-go girls. No such luck
now for we are all moving on and Sgt. Murphy,
soon to start his seventh year at Halton, is
keeping his fingers firmly crossed.

RAPIDE FLIGHT

Farewell to 218

This issue of our magazine affords us the
opportunity to say farewell to the 218 Entry of
Rapide Flight which will pass out in April, and
it is appropriate therefore to honour the Flight
by recording some of their noteworthy contribu-
tions and achievements in their two years at
Halton.

The lads had barely settled down at 3 (A)
Wing when they got involved with the Inter-
national Paraplegic Games held at Stoke Man-
deville, assisting first with the accommodation
arrangements and then at the numerous compe-
titions which are held over a period of two
weeks which meant sacrificing several evenings
and a week-end.

Christmas 1971 — and the ‘boys’ were once
again in their element formulating plans for
charitable activities and these culminated in
splendid work at Manor House Hospital Ayles-
bury which has about one hundred and fifty
handicapped children, the majority being very
severely handicapped physically and mentally.
There were seven wards in all and each had a
Christmas tree which was decorated by the
apprentices. An abundance of goodies, crackers
and the like were contributed. The Flight then
entertained the children with a musical pro-
gramme and while this was in progress those
children who were unable to feed themselves
were fed and washed by the boys—a remarkable
effort for some of the lads who, although they
were shocked at the condition of the children,
nevertheless participated in amusing and enter-
taining them.

Please remember that the award of the Wilk-
inson Sword to Halton was made on three major
items of charitable work and two of these were
the deeds of 218. So hats off to 218 and par-
ticularly to C.C.A. Whitmore who was the cor-
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guish themselves in the muscles games some
obtained School colours, namely C.A. Mellor
for representing Halton’s Apprentice Tennis
team, C.A.s Holbrook and Kernoghan for Rugby,
C.C.A. Blankley for Judo and C.C.A. Andrews
for Fencing.

We must mention L.C.A. Ford and his heroic
syndicate who set up a record 16 hrs. 11 mins.
for the three day expedition at camp and did a
fantastic 3 hrs. 50 mins. for the marching leg
to Llangurig, this latter time was achieved with
the assistance of the redoubtable Pete Smith
(Flight Lieutenant B.S.W.—Sir! to you), who
paced the boys (he had no pack remember!) for
the final chapter of this epoch making march.
The camp expedition proved useful for C.A.
Henderson in that his main project for the Duke
of Edinburgh Silver Award required a physio-
logical survey of a number of apprentices’
cardiac reaction ** ‘art beats’ to those few who
have not got links with trainee nurses, those poor
lasses are going to miss Menzies except the two
who have retired to ‘‘somewhere in Lincoln-
shire’’. Switching to the academic achievements
of 218, we are very proud that we could not
pass all our exams without several ‘‘re-sits”,
and it is only our modesty which prevents the
naming of our heroes in capital letters. Seriously
howeverl—our congratulations go to the Royal
Malaysian Air Force chaps C.C.A. Han, L.C.A.
Peoh and C.A. Hamzah who obtained two "O"’
levels, three ‘O’ levels and one O level
respectively whilst at Halton, and to C.C.A.
Scott for his ““O" level pass in English. ‘Come
the great revolution’’ says Teoh, he will be the
P.M. appointing Han as C.A.S., obviously 1 S.
of T.T. does find some with great ambition.

Looking forward to pass-out day we shall
have drumming the victory beat three stalwarts
of the Rapide Soccer X| who became proficient
drummers in the Band, C.A.s Bennett, Danks
and Shaw.

TYPHOON

219 Entry were pleased to see the completion
of their first year’'s training—a year into which
they had put a great deal of work, including
being the only Flight in the history of 1 S. of
T.T. to complete R. & |. training without any
apprentice falling by the wayside. In this year
members of the Flight represented the Station
on the sports field and Walkden for the Royal
Air Force.

In November 219 were joined by 120th Entry
Dental Technicians, seven in number, who very
shortly moulded into the Flight.

However, the coming year holds far more
changes for us, Sgt. ‘Daddy’ Lewis has been
promoted to Flight Sergeant and is posted in
April and 3 (A) Wing is to be closed and we
must move to new premises — but at the
moment it's still ““business as usual’’. Whereas
we conaratulate Sgt. Lewis on his promotion



WELLINGTON FLIGHT

The 116 Entry have large wall graphs in their
rooms at present, counting off the days to their
pass out in April but enjoying immensely their
Airfield Training Phase. To their surprise the
aircraft the service are actually starting up —
well most of them anyway. The occasional air-
crew member has cast a worried eye in the
hangar to see how the future cream of the Tech-
nician world is shaping up and noting down any
tendencies for the appearance of the phrase
"“Ground tested and found serviceable — no
fault found”.

S.T.A. Smith represented the Wing in the all-
conquering B.K. hockey side and plays for the
Station. S.T.A. Russell’s kilt is still to be seen
swirling around masculine knees that girls swoon
over while piping at shows all over the country.
Finally F.S.T.A. Hull is rumoured to be going
on a crash diet to bring back his former trim
figure won on the playing fields and now lost in
the social whirl of Wing Flight Sergeant.

The 118 Entry in Wellington has been very
quiet recently because of the impending O.N.C.
examinations and there are unusual signs of
frenzied academic activity behind the scenes.
Soon afterwards they sit their 4th Progress exam
which involves yet another pay rise. This is one
exam that they will all pass with academic col-
ours which will set an Entry record no doubt!

T.A. Haslem is going to represent 3 (A) Wing
in B.K. basketball and T.A. Durno for badmin-
ton. L.T.A. Wisbey spends his time scraping
paint off sailing boats imagining sea breezes and
azure skies along with recent technological pro-
gresses in the realms of mechanical scrapers.
T.A. Amphlett is preparing to spend time with
the Mountain Rescue team at Easter and furi-
ously practising his first aid, dirty jokes and
tankard forearm muscles — tough customers
these mountaineers.

The 220 A.Fitt.A.s and W.s are poised to
start a spending spree on their second year pay
and beginning to appreciate that they are half-
way to their Pass Out.

They recently held a 50-hr. non-stop charity
football match: for the statistically minded; 1654
goals were scored, 30 bottles of squash con-
sumed, and £100 raised in Aid to Mental Wel-
fare — allegations that the choice of charity has
significance to staff were strenuously denied.

C.A. Robertson, L.C.A. Mugford and C.A.
Smith (Gareth) were busy ploughing up rugby
pitches and opposing players all winter. Smith
gained a trial for the Bucks County under 18
side and Mugford gained a trial for the Appren-
tices Youth Schools side. Congratulations to
C.A. Scourfield who culminates a successful
fencing season with his appointment as captain
of the Apprentice Fencing Team. C.A.s Jack,
Good, Greetham and Holt all took part in the
B.K. Trophy this winter, and C.A. Marr came a
respectable 13th in the R.A.F. chuck gliding
championships this year.

Finally and sadly “W’ FIt. is soon to close

down and we should have guessed earlier when
the carpenter arrived with new doors. They will
certainly need a few new windows as well —
the FlIt. Cdr. is investing heavily in glass com-
pany shares in the expectation of spectacular
profits. Still, we are sure that it won’t be long
before it is re-opened with some new bewildered
recruits — a pity that we won't all be here to
see it happen.

YORK FLIGHT

The Entry attested on 1st July 1971 at a
total strength of 73 but has now reduced to 62
with one member unfortunately in Hospital: C.A.
Myers having been admitted for an operation to
a particularly awkward spot. He was unlucky to
be in Hospital over Christmas but | hear from
the Hospital Staff that he thoroughly enjoyed
himself even if he wasn’t able to sit down. We
hope to have him back soon.

The Entry arrived at Halton just in time to
make out their leave passes for the Summer
Break of three weeks leave in August.

This was followed by hectic preparations for
and execution of, a very successful Parents’
Day on 26th November 1971. Over 130 parents
and other guests were entertained in York Flight.
The Barrack Block had had much hard work
carried out, and plenty of paint added to it, to
make it a most attractive spectacle for both
parents and inmates alike. This Barrack Block
had the added advantage of having been com-
pletely redecorated in April last year. Coffee and
biscuits were provided non-stop by C.A. Christo-
pher Lowe and his assistants, other Flight ap-
prentices who had no parents or family visiting
that day. The organisation worked smoothly
throughout the day thanks to all their efforts.

The ‘Coffee Bar’ had been a self-help Flight
achievement, with the Flight Fund providing the
cash for paint, formica and half the cost of the
Electric Oven, and the manpower in the shapes
of C.A.s Thomson, Godden, Carter, Steeples and
Hovey providing the carpentry and expertise re-
quired in providing the excellent, and profes-
sional looking bar counter. The psychedelic wall
colourings, not exactly to the Flight Com-
mander’s taste, were also applied by the same
quintet.

Meanwhile C.A. Lowe had taken on single
handed the furnishing and complete decoration
of the Flight Library, starting from scratch in a
bare disused bunk. He bought the paint for the
walls, and repainted the four sets of shelves in
Hard Gloss blue and white panels alternatively,
making this time a very pleasant contrast, with
the pale pink walls and white ceiling. He has
now built the library up to well over 250 books
and this is run by him solely, he being respon-
sible for booking in and out of all books. Flight
members keep adding to the books; as they buy,
and finish reading current paper-backs which
are donated. Thus the Library is kept up to date
in reading material.

The rest of the Flight have all helped in gen-



eral painting and decorating of the Flight and
extra attraction has been added by the paintings,
purchased out of Flight Funds, for the Recrea-
tion Room and Coffee Bar. The Flight pays a
monthly rental for its 24” Colour Television
set, donated by each apprentice.

In spite of the Entry having only been here
for just over six months some outstanding sport-
ing personalities have been found, C.A. Squires
having represented R.A.F. Halton apprentices at
Athletics and Basketball. He came 4th in the
1500 metres and has had about 15 games of
Basketball for the Halton apprentice team. He
will also be representing the 3 Wing team in the
Inter-Wing Basketball Championships in Febru-
ary. C.A. Sawyer has represented R.A.F. Halton
apprentices at Rugby 17 times and scored 3
times to date. He was also a member of the
winning B.K. Rugby 3 Wing Team and the
Inter-Schools Championship team which beat
R.A.F. Cosford 28 pts. to 3 pts. C.A. Shepherd
has also represented Halton at Rugby in the 3rd
XV on two occasions.

On the occasion of the 3 (A) Wg. B.K.
Hockey Competition, 3 Wing team were short
of players so C.A.s Jones (065), Tanner, Stewart
and Wright volunteered to turn out even though
they were complete novices, one never having
held a stick before. Thanks to them 3 Wing won
the Hockey by beating 1 Wing by 6 goals to 1
and drawing 0-O against 2 Wing.

At Soccer C.A.s Fishburn and Ryan have
represented the Wing, Fishburn has been
selected for the 1st year Apprentice Team
Squad, and Ryan plays regularly in the R.A.F.
Halton Apprentices 1st Team.

As well as being Librarian C.A. Lowe has
represented 3 Wing in the B.K. Cross Country
Championships in which his team came second
and is a full time member of the Station Cross
Country Squad. He should do well in the Ath-
letics Season this year as he runs the 5000
metres and was running for the Hereford Ath-
letics Club ‘A’ team last year.

In the R.A.F. Apprentice Badminton Cham-
pionships C.A. Deakin was one of the Halton
Apprentice Doubles Finalists. C.A.s Rogers,
Dorman and Reynolds are all members of the
R.A.F. Halton Apprentice Angling team. In train-
ing now for the B.K. Boxing Trophy are C.A.s
Wilson and Scott, who hope to represent 3 (A)
Wing in February 1972.

Also No. 223 entry are great supporters of the
three R.A.F. Halton Apprentices Bands, having
no less than eleven Bandsmen split up as fol-
lows:

Pipe Band

C.A.s Davidge (Pipes)
Gingell (Side Drum)
Jenkins (Side Drum)
Lynch (Base Drum)

Brass Band

C.A.s Stockton (2nd Cornet)
ll\{lelves (1st Cornet)
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Trumpet Band

C.A.s Foster (077) (Trumpet)
Reynolds (Trumpet)

And finally to prove that the Entry is not “all
brawn and no brains’ the following successes
have recently been published in G.C.E. ‘O’ Levels
obtained by the following apprentices of 223
Entry:

C.A. 062 Stockton, English Language
C.A. 018 Hearfield, Mathematics
C.A. 035 Squires, Mathematics

C.A. 025 Jenkins, English Language

The Entry Night Party to be held in the
Sergeants’ Mess Annex No. 1 Apprentice Wing
has been arranged for Saturday 26th February
1972, being the 223rd day after attestation. All
funds have been donated by the apprentices
themselves and it is hoped that a very enjoy-
able evening will be had by all. C.A. Dunne has
taken on the complete organisation of this event
and congratulations to him for accepting such
a mammoth task.

ZEPPELIN FLIGHT

The Flight bids farewell to Halton at the end
of February in more than one sense; all the
members of the Flight, comprising the ‘airframe’
element of 217 Entry, graduate on 24th Febru-
ary, and the block will be handed over to the
Station on 29th February. Everyone eagerly
awaits the pass-out date and the new life that
will follow, but there is always a touch of sad-
ness about these occasions, when one has to
part with so many friends.

Reviewing the achievements over the past
two vyears, the Flight has been principally noted
for its sporting record, particularly on the Rugby
Field. Curley, Darby, Yaffie and Smith P. J. all
played consistently well for the School Rugby
XV and have been awarded colours. Colours
have also been awarded to Grandpierre, Moyes
and Skelton for Fencing, to Middleton for Swim-
ming, to Morse and Jeffery for Boxing, to Barron
for Soccer, to Brownlie for Athletics, to Ward
for Canoeing, and to Fields and Byrne for
Angling.

The Flight has had an unusually high contin-
gent in the Apprentice Bands. Robertson was
promoted to Band C.C.A. and Shelley reached
the position of 1st class drum-major in the Pipe
Band. Zeppelin also held the Guard of Honour
commitment for a record period of time, from
July 1971 to February 1972. In that period they
also took part in the Mayor’s Day Parade of
Aylesbury in June 1971, the Battle of Britain
Parade in Aylesbury on 19th September 1971
and the Lord Mayor’s Parade in London on 14th
November 1971.

There were no candidates eligible for com-
missioning at the end of the course — the Flight
always has been a red-blooded lot — but C.A.
Drury distinguished himself by winning the
Philip Sassoon Award; we congratulate him for



OLD HALTONIANS

FAREWELL SKIP

Readers of the August 1971 edition of
the Magazine and Old Haltonians who have
corresponded with the Honorary Secretary
in the last few months will have been aware
of the impending retirement of Squadron
Leader (Skip) Skerrett from the job of
Honorary Secretary and from the Royal
Air Force. Skip’s retirement finally occur-
red on 22nd December 1971 having been
Honorary Secretary for six years. From
the letters I have received so far one fact
is paramount; that Skip performed a diffi-
cult task with great enthusiasm and energy
and, surprisingly, achieved a good measure
of success in fostering comradeship among
Old Haltonians.

On behalf of all Old Haltonians I extend
many thanks to Skip for his excellent work
and wish him a long and happy life.

HELP !

The Old Haltonians are a group of
people now numbering nearly 30,000 who
have successfully completed a course of
training at No. 1 S. of T.T. It would appear
to be one of the most loosely knit associa-
tions in the world since it has no Roll of
Membership other than the graduation lists,
and its members pay no fees. In November
1970 a committee was formed to help fur-
ther interest in the association and efforts
are being made to obtain a President. The
committee consists of any member who is
willing and able to attend a meeting once
or twice a year and if possible represent the
views of a group of other members. Meel-
ings are chaired by the Senior Training
Officer No. 1 S. of T.T.

My task as Honorary Secretary is to
maintain a link with the membership by
answering, wherever possible, queries raised
in personal correspondence and give news
of forthcoming activities through those

members brave enough to act as represen-
tatives within the Ministries, Headquarters,
Units and Industry. I should also be res-
ponsible for correlation of articles from
members for publication in the Halton
Magazine. Hence my cry for help. The Old
Haltonian section of the magazine is gen-
erally set aside for news, views, reminis-
cences and even articles of educational
value from Old Haltonians to Old Halteni-
ans and present Apprentices. Unfortunate-
ly this aspect of the task has failed to
materialise and, as a newcomer to the job,
I do not apologise for giving another re-
minder. Someone somewhere wants an
article from you! That someone is the Hon.
Sec. here at Halton.

PINK CHITS

Are you in an area populated by other
Old Haltonians? If so why not get together,
it is a good excuse for a pink chit.

* * *

73 Robin Hood Crescent
Knaphill
Woking, ‘Surrey.

The Editor

The Halton Magazine

Royal Air Force Halton

Nr. Aylesbury, Bucks.

Dear Sir,

Further to your request for material for the
Halton Magazine from Old Haltonians, as the
Old Haltonian representative at B.A.C. Wey-
bridge I am trying to remedy 'this for you. We
intend to obtain a comprehensive list of those
Old Haltonians who are employed here, to-
gether with a group photograph.

In the meantime please find the enclosed
photograph which is very similar to one which
appeared in the December 1971 issue of
“ATRFRAME"” the B.A!C. Company News-
paper. Pictured 3rd from the right, wearing
a coat with a simulated fur collar, is Mr.
Dave Stallworthy (57th) who was the flight
foreman. The story which accompanied the
photograph reads as follows:-






